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Prior to receiving her PhD from
what is now known as Harvard
University in 1952, Dr. Keturah
Elisabeth Whitehurst worked as
the head of the English
Department at Albany State
College in Georgia. She was the
first African-American woman

to intern at Harvard's
Psychological Clinic. She then
joined Virginia State College’s
faculty. Dr. Whitehurst took a
position at the University of
Nashville, where she taught
psychology and established the
Fisk Children’s School. She also

published research on cultural
factors that influence the
development of African-
American children.



